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Janab Zahid Hussain Saheb, the Pakistan's High Commissioner^
came in a little later.
Dr. Rajendra Prasad opened the proceedings by narrating
to Gandhiji how they had all assembled on the previous night
at the former's residence and after full discussion decided to
sign the declaration then and there. But as representatives of
some organizations were not present in that meeting, they felt
that they should not go to Gandhiji immediately with the signed
document but wait till the remaining signatures were obtained.
They had accordingly met again in the morning when all those
who were absent during the previous night's meeting came
and gave their signatures. It was found in the course of the
morning meeting, Dr. Rajendra Prasad reported, that even
those who had some lingering doubts on the previous night were
now confident that they could ask Gandhiji with a full sense of ,
their responsibility to break the fast. As the President of the
Congress, Dr. Rajendra Prasad said that he had signed the docu-
jnent in view of the guarantee which they had all jointly and
severally given. Janab Khurshid, the Chief Commissioner, and
Shri Randhawa, Deputy Commissioner of Delhi, who were pre-
sent, had signed the document on behalf of the administration.
It had been decided to set up a number of committees to imple-
ment the pledge. Dr. Rajendra Prasad hoped that Gandhiji
would now terminate his fast.
Shri ,Peshabandhu Gupta, speaking next, described some
touching scenes of fraternization between the Hindus and Mus-
lims which he had witnessed when a procession of about 150
Muslims* was taken out that morning in Sabzi Mandi and was
received with ovation and offered fruit and refreshments by the
Hindu inhabitants of that locality.
Gandhiji replying said that what they had told him had
touched him deeply. They had given him all that he had asked
for. But if their words meant that they held themselves res-
ponsible for communal- peace in Delhi only and what happened
in othet places was* no concern of theirs, then their guarantee
*was' nothing worth and he would feel and they too would one
<lay realize that it was a great blunder on his part to have given
%p Ms-fast. ' As an illustration he referred to the report of the
in Allahabad that had appeared in the Press. RepreK